You will not be surprised to learn that this has long been one of Rochester's most notorious poems. It was often left out of editions of his work until recent decades because of its extraordinarily frank sexual language. Rochester means to shock, of course; he knows exactly what he is doing, and what effect his words will have. Completely disregarding the boundaries of polite discourse, he implicitly claims his right, even his obligation, to speak the truth about what was really going on in this seemingly-pastoral space.

